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Abstract 
Education is an essential right to citizenship and to professional practice. It has a vital role in safeguarding children 
from abuse or neglect. Article 28 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), recognizes the right of every 
child to a free primary education, and encourages the development of secondary education that is accessible and 
available. This right is essential to all societies in order to promote and achieve of stable and harmonious relations 
among nations and build the good citizens for the future. Unfortunately, this right is often lost in countries at war 
and armed conflicts. So, these conflicts provide no exception to the provisions of Convention. Indeed, schooling can 
be all the more important for children and families in times of war and armed conflicts. Accordingly, a number of 
measures are urgently needed to preserve and protect the right to education for children affected by war. These 
measures will ensure that education right of children is respected, even in time of war and armed conflicts. This 
research aims to describe the importance of education right in the world and finally results that it should not be 
ignored the valuable contribution that education can make as an efficient means to promote reconciliation and peace.  
© 2011 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1- Introduction 
The children are entitled to all the rights guaranteed such as right of education by the eminent conventions of 
Human Rights and the various covenants that have developed from it. A wide range of legal instruments are 
commonly referred to in support of the right of those children in emergency situations to continued access to quality 
basic education. Education is defined as an "inalienable human right" is reaffirmed by reference to instruments of 
international law such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (1989). The right to education is thus seen as binding under all circumstances and to be 
protected in all situations, including crises and emergencies resulting from civil strife and war ( Pigozzi, 1998). 
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Unfortunately, the right to education is often lost in countries at war and armed conflicts. But it seems that the 
right to education must be a priority in such situations. This research aims to describe the importance of education 
and schooling of children can be more important for children and their families in times of war and armed conflicts. 
2. Method 
In  this  research  we  use  a  qualitative  approach  to  explore  how  the  education  right  of  children  during  war  and  
armed conflicts should be respected. Recent research with a descriptive study investigate the importance  of right of 
education of children  in armed conflicts situations , its consequences and the content of this education and provide 
the recommendations.  
3- Importance of the right to education 
Article 28 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 1989, elaborates the right of the child to education. This 
Convention recognizes the right of every child to a free primary education, and encourages the development of 
secondary education that is accessible and available.The importance of education is not just practical: a well-
educated, enlightened and active child, able to wander freely and widely. The access to education is also an opening 
that gives the individual a key of self-construction and gives him the power of making choices.  
The  right  to  education  leads  to  citizenship,  brings  options  and  provides  a  key  to  growth.  The  1990  World  
Conference on Education for All(EFA 1990) defined basic education as encompassing both essential learning tools 
(such as literacy, oral expression, numeracy and problem-solving) and the basic learning content (such as 
knowledge, skills, values and attitudes) required by human beings to be able to survive, to develop their full 
capacities to live and work in dignity, to participate fully in development, to improve the quality of their lives, to 
make informed decisions and to continue learning. 
4- The consequences of war and armed conflicts in Education
A significant number of the countries in which declining primary school enrolment rates were observed during 
the 1980s were those afflicted by armed conflict (Berstecher and Carr-Hill, 1990). Over the past decade armed 
conflict has proved to be one of the major obstacles to the realization of the Education For All goals set by the 
international community at Jomtien, Thailand, in 1990. The destruction or closing of schools, the displacement of 
the population and the teachers, all result in loss of schooling for children and young people. Schools and teachers 
are often deliberate targets in wartime. Child soldiers constitute a special challenge for education systems already 
under strain2. The displaced children during armed conflict have inadequate facilities for their schooling.  
5- Protecting the right to education in times of armed conflict
Recognition of the importance of ensuring continued education in situations of armed conflict is very important 
(Roger , 2002, 4). Todays, schooling and education during times of conflict, are indispensable for teaching 
behaviours that can help children protect themselves and their families. They can gain knowledge crucial to survival, 
such as a basic health education, personal safety information, and learning about landmines and how to avoid them. 
Security Council resolution 1261 of 25 August 1999 condemned ‘attacks on objects protected under international 
law, including places that usually have a significant presence of children such as schools and called ‘on all parties 
2 On 12 February 2002, the Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement 
of children in armed conflicts entered into force. This protocol imposes more rigorous limits on the 
recruitment of children in armed conflicts 
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concerned to put an end to such practices’. Governments should protect the ‘peace corridors’ where children would 
be safe from the conflicts that ravage their countries. 
International humanitarian law protects the right of children to education in situations of armed conflict 
(Doswald-Beck  ,1989, 596-59). This law not only strengthens the legal framework for the protection of education in 
times of armed conflict, but also makes provision for specific situations. This law makes the provisions for 
education of orphaned or unaccompanied children( Art. 24, Fourth Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of 
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949) education under military occupation (Art. 50, ibid) education 
of interned children and young people (Art. 94, ibid), education of children during non-international armed conflicts 
(Art. 4(3)(a), Protocol additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of 
Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II), 8 June 1977). Clearly, international humanitarian law 
has a contribution to make to the legal framework for the protection of education in emergencies (Education in 
Situations of Emergency and Crisis, 1999). The right to education is thus seen as binding under all circumstances 
and to be protected in situations, including crises and emergencies resulting from civil strife and war. Keeping 
schools open or reopening schools is a way of maintaining or reintroducing normal life into a community and 
reassures children and their parents. School enrolment serves as a ‘barometer’ of a community’s perceived hope for 
the future (Roger, op,cit , 46). 
UNICEF,  UNHCR,  UNESCO,  UNDP,  ICRC,  as  well  as  many  NGOs  (Breen,  2003,  453-81) are deeply 
committed to developing and implementing educational projects that raise awareness about human rights, 
humanitarian law, tolerance, peaceful settlement of disputes and conflict management.  
6- The content of basic education in time of conlict
Besides strengthening the legal provisions for the protection of access to education in situations of armed 
conflict, international humanitarian law has a role to play in defining the content of basic education (Tawil, 2000, 
581-599). Education in humanitarian law is not explicitly about peace, tolerance, mutual understanding, violence 
prevention or conflict resolution; it is about the ethical issues related to the shared human experience of armed 
conflict. In this regard, "peace education", is very important.  According to the UNICEF definition, peace education 
is made up of three more or less distinct components: (i) conflict prevention, (ii) conflict resolution, and (iii) 
creating conditions conducive to peace. 
Education in humanitarian law also has clear links to citizenship education programmes ( Arlow, 1999).. 
Clear and direct relations furthermore exist between education in humanitarian law and human rights education, 
despite the fact that international humanitarian law is rarely explicitly mentioned in the definition of human rights 
education (Duffy , 2000) . " It is therefore logical that human rights education should also cover the provisions 
formulated in international treaty or customary rules which, in times of armed conflict, seek to protect all persons 
who  are  not  or  are  no  longer  taking  part  in  the  hostilities,  including  the  wounded,  the  sick,  medical  personnel,  
prisoners, and the civilian population (Arnold , 2005). 
7- Recommendations
As a result of this study, the recommendations are provided to improve Education right of children during war 
and armed conflicts as below: 
- We ought to consider education as an efficient means to promote reconciliation and peace in the world 
- The content of educational initiatives such as exploring humanitarian law appears to respond to diverse 
educational concerns in very different social and political settings.  
- humanitarian law has a central role to play in defining the content of basic education  
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- high-level statements and promises are not enough to ensure every child’s right to an education. 
8- Conclusion 
Increasingly, education is recognized as one of the best investments States can make. As an empowerment right, 
education is the primary vehicle by which children can lift themselves out of poverty and obtain the means to 
participate fully in their communities. It should be noted that education can make as an efficient means to promote 
reconciliation and peace. Unfortunately, huge challenges have to be overcome to maintain education systems in 
countries at war or in post-conflict situations. A number of measures are urgently needed to preserve and protect the 
right to education for children affected by war. The content of this education have to respond to diverse educational 
concerns in very different social and political settings. The international humanitarian law enhances the legal 
protection of the right to education in times of armed conflict. This law has a central role to play in international 
policy-making with regard to basic education. Finally, it seems that the world campaign for education in 
emergencies and its massive public awareness can hold governments, the international financial institutions, 
international organizations and aid agencies to realise their promises to children. The initiatives such as this one, 
rather than high-level statements and promises, that will ensure that every child’s right to an education, even those in 
conflict zones, is respected (Roger, op.cit,p 4). 
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